San Joaquin Valley Quilters’ Guild
April for May
Block of the Month - Songbird

Fabric:
Background: white
Bird body: choose any solid (reds need to be prewashed) or various shades of one color.
Think about colors or prints with good contrast against the background.
Beak: small piece of gold
Eye: Black permanent marker or stitch it on the fabric

Cutting instructions: (number of pieces needed in parentheses)
Background:
A-11½” X 2” (2)
B-1½” X 1½” (2)
C-6½” X 1½” (1)
D-8½” X 2½”(1)
E-2½” X 2½” (2)
F-3” X 3” (3) (part of the 6 half square triangles)
G-small scrap for corner larger than 1½” X 1½” (for corner on J)
I-4½” X 2½” (1)
Body: E/H - 2½” X 2½” (6 total)
F-3” X 3” (3) (part of the 6 half square triangles)
Beak: Cut 2 pieces larger than 1½” by 1½”

Sewing instructions:
Half-square triangles - Take 3 background F (3” squares) and 3 bird body F in 3 different
prints (3” squares). Make half square triangles by sewing on each side of a diagonal line.
There will be 6 HST after the 3” squares are cut in half. Trim to 2½”. Press the seam to the
dark side.

The beak is a little fiddly. Make sure to have your patience in hand before you start this
section.
Beak-Take each B piece and measure 1” on two sides and draw a small triangle (see photo).
Lay the marked square on top of a piece of gold fabric (RST) as shown. Sew ¼” from the line
you drew (into the larger part of the fabric as shown in the second photo). Trim the seam to ¼”
and press to the dark. Trim both beak blocks to 1½” square as shown in photo 3. Sew the two
pieces together on the edge to form a beak using a ¼” seam (photo 4). Press the seam of the
two beak pieces open.

Birds Head block that attaches to the Beak (H & G) Measure from the upper right corner 1”
to the left and down 1”. Mark and draw a line. Take a piece of background fabric and repeat
how one side of the beak was done in the pictures above, but this time, sew ON the line. Trim
to square the block to 2½”. Don’t worry if the alignment with the beak block seems off, when
you sew the blocks together in the next step with a ¼” seam, they should line up.

Assembly: Lay out the bird body blocks, which should all be 2½” square, to match the detailed
picture on page one. Sew all the blocks using a ¼” seam allowance according to the pattern
layout and iron all seams open to reduce bulk. Attach the D portion to the left side of the bird.
To the right side of the bird attach the beak/C fabric section. Attach sections A to the top and
bottom.
Block size without trimming should be 11”.
Do not trim to size.
If you have any questions, please feel free to call us.
Barbara Pearson (559)392-6683
Shannon Mueller (559)269-5780

